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adopted this new faith, and we were told that Zarathushtra
died long ages ago, and men craved a living voice. And
alas! this was said over the ashes of their giiru> who died
in 1907.

The Radhasoami priest offered the most searching criticism
of the faith in which he was born. Zarathushtra died three
millennia ago, and men need a living voice. Christianity would
be in a like unhappy plight if it depended on dead Prophets
like Paul and Peter, or even the Luthers and Wesleys of
modern times. The sage of Iran was not, like Moses, the
founder of a goodly fellowship that ' took up the torch of life
and passed it on'. Perhaps we have instinctively expressed
the reason in the very line we have quoted.1 For Zarathushtra
was assuredly led by God in the Way, and he had a great, a
splendid vision of Truth. But of the Life he had only a very
partial knowledge, for Life is in the Love of God, and that
Love was not revealed to him. We might profitably turn to
Israel for a parallel. The earliest of the writing Prophets,
Amos, had a wonderful grip of the great principles of God's
inflexible righteousness, His judgement against sin, and His
promises to those who should turn and seek him. It was
reserved for Hosea to learn in the school of sorrow the infinite
tenderness of God towards sinful humanity, and so to prepare
the way for incarnate Love. Iran had its Arnos, but its Hosea
never came. For Israel's Hosea was one in a great succession ;
Zarathushtra stands alone. The strength and truth of his
message deteriorated as it came into the hands of successors
who could not even read its archaic language; and truths
which he had failed to apprehend were not added by Prophets
taking up his teaching and carrying it further.

Let us pursue a little longer the necessary task of analysing
the elements in which Zarathushtra's message was religiously
deficient. We may preface the analysis by observing that we
only do what we must do for every Prophet who came before
the Gospel, or apart from the Gospel. It is a very great thing
1 Et quasi cursores uitai lampada tradwnt (Lucretius).